Scene 9

Snow Hope

Cast: Seneca, Snow
President Snow is cutting roses in his garden, discussing the problem of Kat with the game master, Seneca Crane.
President Snow: Seneca... why do you think we have a winner? 

Seneca Crane: [frowns] What do you mean? 

President Snow: I mean, why do we have a winner? I mean, if we just wanted to intimidate the districts, why not round up twelve of their brightest, strongest  young people each year and enslave in the capitol all at once? It would be a lot faster,  and cheaper.

[Seneca just stares, confused] 

Seneca Crane: [frowns] I’m,  I’m not sure Mr President. 

President Snow: You’re not sure…. (He pauses)… ………Hope. 

Seneca Crane: Hope? 

President Snow: Hope Seneca. Hope….It is the only thing stronger than fear. A little hope is effective... A lot of hope is dangerous… A spark is fine, as long as it's ….contained. 

Seneca Crane: So...? 

President Snow: So, contain it. 

Seneca Crane: You mean the girl?  You want me to…. Make life difficult in the arena for her.

President Snow: Difficult?  I’d prefer to say challenging,  wouldn’t you.  My dear Seneca, what would my adoring public think of me if they were to believe the games were manipulated.   I wouldn’t want you to think I’m asking you to fix the game,  to ensure that she does not win.  Are we understanding each other?
Seneca Crane: I think so Mr President. 

President Snow: Good. I’m sure you have enough tricks in that arena of yours to make Miss Everdean’s time with us… shall we say… interesting….

Seneca Crane: Of course Mr President.. I’m sure we can…arrange something 

President Snow: I’m sure you  will do your utmost Mr Crane… We wouldn’t want any… flies in the ointment so to speak.
Seneca Crane: No Sir. You can rely on me and my team. 

President Snow: Excellent Seneca…  failure is often such a painful emotion I find.. 

(The president exaggerates a shiver for effect)

Gosh, it is cold in here isn’t it.  Maybe we need some more workers down in those furnaces… wouldn’t you say Mr Crane.

Seneca Crane: I’m… I’m  sure that won’t be necessary Mr President.

President Snow: I’m hope you’re right Mr Crane.

